VISUAL ARTS

Old photograp

Gwendoyr Walke
Photos such as this one of Yates Beauty Salon in Mobsle, owned by Atlantan
Gwendolyn Walker's mother, are being preserved via an online community

hs tell stories

that shouldn’t just fade away

By CATHERINE FOX
cfox@ajc.com

Gwendolyn Walker sits down
at the table, opens a manila file
folder of family photos and out
pours a life.

This one, circa 1940, 1s the inte -
rior of Yates Beauty Salon, owned
by her mother, Ida Yates Howard.
The pillars of Mobile, she says
with obvious pride, came for her
mother's marcel wave, a specialty
acquired at hair tycoon Madam
C.J. Walker's school in Chicago.

Picture by picture, Gwendo-

lyn Walker, a social studies teacher
at Atlanta's Booker T. Washing-
ton High School, builds a portrait
of an indefatigable woman who
raised three children, ran a beauty
shop and school, bought rental
property and still had time to serve
gumbo at her annual open house
after the Mardi Gras parade.

And look plenty stylish to boot.

Thomas Allen Harris listens
intently to Walker's stories.

“Your mother was an entrepre-
neur)” the New York-based film-
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> Keep them in a cool, dry
place, away from sunlight

» Frotect them in mdnvidual
mylar skeeves or albums with
archival paper, products readily
avaliabie in stores or online

> Scan them into your
computer and yse the scans
for framing and sharing

> Make r“u‘?v" e Dackups of
5. Download

> Create a clear, accessible
caption for each photo. 50 the
information about it will not
be lost
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